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Vahe Bedian obtained his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Physics from the American 

University of Beirut, and his Ph.D. in Biophysics from the State University of New York at 

Buffalo. After a post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Pennsylvania he took a 

faculty position at Clarkson University and returned to Penn as Adjunct Faculty. His 

research in Drosophila developmental biology involved using monoclonal antibodies as 

research probes for developmental antigens. In 1998, he was recruited by Pfizer to 

support the growing therapeutic antibody pipeline and to help shape the emerging 

biologic therapeutics strategy. In 2006 he joined AstraZeneca to support the 

development of therapeutic antibodies, as well as licensing strategies. After retiring in 

2006 he helped co-found Viridian, which was an incubator for the discovery and 

development of differentiated antibody drugs for rare diseases. Of these early biotechs 

Quellis (now Astria Therapeutics) and Dianthus Therapeutics are advancing lead 

molecules in Ph 3 trials, and Viridian Therapeutics has filed a BLA on its leading 

antibody asset. He is an inventor on a number of patents and continues to provide 

strategic and scientific guidance to Viridian and Dianthus. 


